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Your elected officials and City Leadership team 
wish you a happy and prosperous new year!         

Let’s make 2016 an even better year!!   

1st Quarter 

- Notice -  

City offices will be 
closed 

 January 1st, New 
Year’s Day  

&  

January 18th in  

observance of  the 
Martin Luther King 

City Employees Participate in Countywide Food Drive 

 

City of New Smyrna Beach employees collected 6,833 pounds 
of food this year to support the Second Harvest Food Bank 
Countywide Food Drive.  The total collected by all agencies was 
110,340 pounds which is over four times the amount of the first 
Countywide Food Drive coordinated by Volusia County Gov-
ernment. 

At a recent Volusia County Council meeting, Second Harvest 
Food Bank thanked everyone for participating, and making it 
possible to  feed many   families over the holiday season.   

 

City of New Smyrna Beach employees truly care about this community;  and are they’re always eager to 
help out worthy causes.   This is the third year New Smyrna Beach employees have participated in the 
drive, which was led by Claudia Rogers, City Human Resource Specialist. 
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The New Smyrna Beach Police Department Command Staff volunteered to 

have pies put in their faces today in an effort to raise money for Operation 

Christmas Cheer. Chief Mike Coffin, Deputy Chief Donna Lavallee, 

Lieutenant Christopher Roos and Lieutenant Shane Riggle sat on the front 

lawn of the Police Department as employees lined up to pay $15 each to put 

a pie in the face of their boss. The idea was spearheaded by Investigator 

Philip Conway to generate funds to purchase new toys for the 26th annual 

Operation Christmas Cheer which is currently underway. The fundraiser 

generated an additional $500 to utilize for new toy purchases this past 

Christmas 

 

New Smyrna Beach Police Department DARE officer Jennifer Fike was 
presented with the New Smyrna Beach Rotary Club's Wilfred J. Goodrich's 
Service Above Self Award on Nov. 3 for her work with youths in the local 
schools and community. This award is given in memory of community leader 
and former Rotarian Will Goodrich to recognize “service above the call of 
duty" by a civil servant of New Smyrna Beach. Fike, center left, was joined by, 
from left, Police Chief and Rotary member Mike Coffin, Rotary Club President 
Carlos Giraldo and New Smyrna Beach City Manager and Rotary member Pam 
Brangaccio.  
 
The Police Department recently held their Annual Awards Ceremony and 
recognized employees for numerous achievements including the following: 
 
 Volunteer of the Year:  Linda Pepper Mitchell 
 Civilian of the Year:  Bill Bennett 
 Police Officer of the Year: Office John Eichhorn 
 Supervisor of the Year:  Sergeant Valerie Joyce  

 
 
NEW SMYRNA BEACH FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES 
PROMOTIONS 
 
Driver Engineer, Melissa Smith, a 12-year New Smyrna Beach firefighter, has been 
promoted to Lieutenant.  Lieutenant Smith has been assigned to the “C” shift battalion at 
Fire Station 50. 
 
Lieutenant Smith was recognized on Tuesday, 
November 17, at the City Commission meeting. 
Lieutenant Smith and her family participated in 
a traditional pinning ceremony. Lieutenant 
Smith’s daughter, Kylie Smith, pinned her 
Lieutenant badge on. This is a tradition in 

receiving the newly promoted rank’s badge. 
 
 
Driver Engineer, James Roberts, a Southeast Volusia native and 12-year New 
Smyrna Beach firefighter, has been promoted to Lieutenant. Lieutenant Roberts 
has been assigned to the “B” shift battalion at Fire Station 50. 
 
Lieutenant Roberts was recognized on Tuesday, October 27, at the City 
Commission meeting. Lieutenant Roberts and his family participated in a 

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

City of New Smyrna Beach 



AOB Site 
  
The City currently is negotiating for the development of Coronado Island Marine Village. The pro-

ject could include up to 120 hotel rooms, a neighborhood market, retail shops, a marina. 

Most importantly it also will include a waterfront boardwalk for public access. 
 

Sidewalks  
 
Sidewalks are being constructed in all four zones 
around the city.  
 
Two new parks are in the horizon: 

 Holland Park at Otter Lake 

 Mary Clancy Memorial Beachfront Park on S. Atlan-

tic Avenue between Flagler and Third avenues. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS 

City of New Smyrna Beach 



North Causeway Beautification  
The North Causeway Beautification Project began along the North Causeway, 
October 5. It will extend from Riverside Drive east to the George E. Musson 
Bridge.   The project will add two landscaped center-lane medians, pedestrian 
street lights along the south side of the pedestrian bike path, and decorative 
crosswalks at the Barracuda Boulevard intersection, according to Michelle Up-
dike, capital improvements project manager.  
 
Roadside landscaping will begin in January and continue into spring 2016.  
The $1.2 million project is funded through a $500,000 Landscape Grant from 
the Florida Department of Transportation and by the City of New Smyrna 
Beach and Volusia County through the City’s Community Redevelopment 
Agency.   
 
For more information on the project, please contact Michelle Updike, capital 
improvements project manager, at 386.424.2207 or mupdike@cityofnsb.com.   

 

Isleboro Stormwater Management 

The City is designing flood mitigation efforts to address significant drainage issues in the Islesbo-

ro subdivision. The neighborhood was built before adequate stormwater drainage was required. 

To complicate matters, nearly a third of the homes in this neighborhood are in the FEMA 100-

year floodplain. 

Staff met with Islesboro residents Nov. 18 to share the plans and 

get their input on project design. The City has already made 

some improvements including buying flood-prone properties and 

is seeking partners including State and Federal funds.  The esti-

mated cost for this project is estimated to be at nearly $5.4 mil-

lion.  

 

Central Beach Drainage Project Phase 3 

The City is in the third and final phase of drainage 

improvements in the Central Beach area. This is an 

area where properties repeatedly have experi-

enced flooding following heavy rain events. 

This phase of drainage and utility improvements 

began in September and is expected to be com-

pleted in the next couple of months – well ahead of 

schedule. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS 
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Brannon Center Expected to Open Late 2016  
  
We are in the process of replacing our nearly 50-year-old Brannon Center which will enable us to 

host larger events. The new facility will be a single-story with adjacent multi-use rooms. One is a 

grand ballroom with high ceilings that will seat 423 people. The adjacent room seats an addition-

al 220. Audio-visual equipment will include projectors and recessed screens in both rooms. Along 

the back side of the building, an elevated terrace will overlook the river. There also is a catering 

kitchen and a bridal prep or special speaker’s room. . A public topping out ceremony was held on 

Tuesday, October 6, at the site,. Attendees had the opportunity to sign the final structural beam 

before it was hoisted into place atop the structural framework. 

 

 

 

 

 

City Hall: 

New Smyrna Beach is growing. More businesses and residents are moving in. That growth also 

is reflected in City staff hired to handle the increased need for services that comes with that 

growth. We’ve outgrown City Hall and need more space. 

We’re looking at the former First Baptist Church building which is directly north of City Hall.  Upon 

coming to an agreement with the church, the City will rehab the 1920’s weeping mortar portion of 

the building but will demolish the remaining structure. The demolished portion of the site will pro-

vide additional and much-needed parking for the Canal Street Historic District. 

The City will be seeking ECHO Historical Grants in 2016 to purchase and renovate the weeping 

mortar section of the church building.    

The earliest construction could begin is 2016. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS RECENTLY COMPLETED 
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Babe James Center: 

This spring, we completed an expansion of the center 
that includes banquet seating for 250 and a more se-
cure wing for our youth programs. The expansion 
adds1,650 square feet to the facility. 

 

Colony Park Road extension: 

In April, we cut the ceremonial ribbon on the expansion of Colony Park Road to provide resi-
dents a direct connection between Pioneer Trail and the commercial areas along S.R. 44. 
There also is a 10-foot-widesidewalk that connects with the new multi-use trail so that walkers 
and bicycle riders also can take advantage of the direct access. 

 

Sports Complex: 

Last year, the City promised the Volusia County School 

Board that we would have new home-side bleachers in 

place before the start of 

the high school football season this year. The City delivered 

on that promise in August. 

 

N. Causeway Boat Ramp: 

Early this summer, we reopened the boat ramps on the north 

side of the N. Causeway Boat Ramp Facility.  This included 

renovation of the ramps and restrooms and paving the parking lot. 

Manatee Park: 

This summer, we replaced the equipment at Manatee Playground in Riverside Park. We re-

ceived hundreds of design ideas from local youth and incorporated many of them into the sea-

themed playground. 

This year we also replaced equipment and made Rocco Park universally accessible from the 
car to the playground. 

 

 

The Capital Improvement Report is updated online and accessi-
ble at  www.cityofnsb.com/cip . 

 

http://www.cityofnsb.com/cip


SPECI AL EVENTS  

 - 54th ANNUAL ART FIESTA 2016 - 

Date: February 27th & 28th 

 Time:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. daily 

Location: Old Fort Park and Sams Avenue  

(across from City Hall, 210 Sams Avenue) 
 

The art show will feature over 240 artisans and crafters from 
around the country to show and sell their wares.  Browse 

the street and park while  listening to musical entertainment 
throughout the weekend.   

“Free to the Public” 

   

For more information,     
contact the Recreation     

Department 386-424-2175 

 

39th Annual IMAGES - A Festival of the Arts 

Presented by Atlantic Center for the Arts 

January 29, 30 & 31, 2016 

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 Sunday 

Riverside Park - Free and Open to the Public 

www.imagesartfestival.org   

Martin Luther King Celebration 
 

The MLK celebration in New Smyrna Beach will be 
on January 19th beginning with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. 
at the Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 
214 S. Myrtle Avenue.  

  

The march will begin at the Black Heritage Museum, 
314 S. Duss Street at 9:00 a.m. and proceed to Old 
Fort Park for the memorial program. 

 

 - 25th Annual Black Heritage Festival - 

 
 
 

The 25th annual Black Heritage Festival will run from 9 
a.m. - 7 p.m., Friday, February 5, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Satur-
day, February 6, and 1-7 pm, Sunday, February 7, at Pet-
tis Park, 314 North Duss St., New Smyrna Beach. Enjoy 

live music and entertainment, food, arts & crafts, hair 
weaving and face painting, cane grinding and syrup mak-
ing, soap making, storytelling, a school art display and a 

tour of the Black Heritage Museum. For more information, 
please call 386.478.1934 
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26th annual NSB Chowder Festival The 26th annual NSB 

Chowder Festival will take over Flagler Avenue from noon-5 

p.m., Sunday, January 31, in New Smyrna Beach.  Featuring 30 

chowders, the progressive chowder cook-off will be held along 

both sides of the Avenue. 

The event is sponsored by 

the Merchants of Flagler 

Avenue and the New Smyr-

na Beach Moose Lodge. 

Proceeds from sales of the 

$15 passport benefit the 

Florida Sheriff's Youth 

Camp in Barberville. For 

more information, please 

log on to www.partyonflagler.com. 

http://www.imagesartfestival.org/
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SPECI AL EVENTS  

City of New Smyrna Beach 

 

Daylight Savings time was begun in an effort to help 
save energy and provide workers with more hours of  
serviceable daylight during the long summer days. 
 Daylight Savings Time was first introduced in the 
U.S. in 1918.  However, it was not until 1966, when 
the Uniform Act was passed, that all states had to ei-
ther observe DST or pass a state law to abstain. 

 Begins March 13th  

 

The 2016 New Smyrna Beach Balloon & Sky Fest will be April 15 - 17 at the Municipal Air-
port.  

 

It will feature hot-air balloons, two night and two daytime air shows, a new 4-H Animal En-
counter, lots of   live music and  entertainment, the newly-expanded Inspiration Village, vet-
erans ceremonies, a carnival and much, much more - all benefitting the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of  Volusia County and other civic and youth groups.  

 

The 1st Saturday of every month Canal Street features a                                       

Art Stroll/Gallery Walk from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.         

The second Saturday of each month is Cruise Night on Canal Street 

4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Come enjoy antique cars, music, food and fun! 

And don’t forget, every Saturday the Farmers Market  is open on Sams     

Avenue in front of City Hall 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.   

Featuring fresh produce, hand made crafts and many other               

special items of interest. 

 

These events are free and open to the public! 

-  R E G U L A R  M O N T H L Y  E V E N T S  -  
Saturday, March 12, 2016   

6:00 pm  -  

Multi-Use Trail  230 West Pine Ave 

230 West Pine Avenue  

Call 386-424-2175 For More Information 

 - SAVE THE DATE - 
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Who is watching my child: 
It was bedtime and 18 month old Benji had just been transitioned from a crib into a toddler bed. Mom 
worked nights and her boyfriend, Mark, cared for the child while Mom worked.  That night Benji crawled 
out of his toddler bed and was playing with toys on the floor. Mark became very upset when he discovered 
he was out of bed and physically beat the child. After he beat him, he threw him back in the toddler bed 
and covered him up.  Benji remained in the bed, crying and dying, with his five year old brother in his own 
bed across the room.  Benji’s mother found him deceased when she came home from work. She stated 
that she was sure that Mark would never hurt her children. 

In hindsight, however, Mark had a long history of violence against previous girlfriends and his own 
mother.  He would spank the children for discipline and put hot sauce on Benji’s hands to “keep them out 
of his mouth”.  He considered the children a nuisance.  But the five year old was able to report that Benji 
got in more “trouble” than he did.  Mark also had a history of drinking too much.  

The Department of Children and Families is determined to reduce the number of child deaths in our area 
and prevent situations such as the true story above from happening to others.   Make sure you know who’s 
really watching your child. Do they have what it takes? There are a few things you can do to lower the risk 
of leaving your child with a secondary caretaker. Ask yourself these questions: 

Does my partner/friend/caretaker: 
Treat other women/men in his/her life with disrespect? 

Get angry when you spend time with your child? 

Get angry or impatient when your child cries or has a 
tantrum? 

Call your child bad names or put them down? 

Think it's funny to scare your child? 

Make all the decisions for you and your child? 

Put you down or tell you that you're a bad parent or that you 
shouldn't have your kids? 

Pretend when he/she hurts your child that you are to blame 
or that it's no big deal? 

Tell you that your child is a nuisance or annoying? 

Scare or threaten your child by using guns, knives, or other 
weapons? 

How does my friend/partner/caretaker treat and interact with 
other children (nieces, nephews, friends' children, etc.)? 

Your child could be at risk if you answered "yes" to even one 
of these questions. 

Never leave your child alone with someone you don't trust to 
keep your child safe. 

 

 

 

City of New Smyrna Beach 
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City Commission and Board Meeting Calendar 

JANUARY 

08  Plan Review Committee 

04  Planning & Zoning Board 

06  Beachside Resident Task Force 

11  Housing Authority 

14  Airport Advisory Board 

12  City Commission 

13  Historic Preservation Board 

21  Building Trades Board 

21  Community Dev Block Grant Ad Bd 

19 Code Enforcement Board 

20 Leisure Activities Advisory Board 

20  Economic Development Advisory Bd 

26  City Commission 

27  Golf Advisory Board 

 

FEBRUARY 

01 Planning & Zoning Board 

05  Plan Review Committee 

08  Housing Authority 

09  Community Redevelopment Agency 

09  City Commission 

10  Historic Preservation Board 

11  Fire Pension Board 

11  Police Pension Board 

16  Code Enforcement Board 

17  Economic Development Advisory Bd 

18  Building Trades Board 

18  Community Dev Block Grant Ad Bd 

23  City Commission 

 

MARCH 

07  Planning & Zoning Board 

02  Beachside Resident Task Force 

04  Plan Review Committee 

14  Housing Authority 

08  City Commission 

09  Historic Preservation Board 

15  Code Enforcement Board 

16  Economic Development Advisory Bd 

17  Building Trades Board 

17  Community Dev Block Grant Ad Bd 

22   Special Meeting Auditor’s Report 

22   Special Meeting - Budget Preparation 

22  City Commission 

 
 

 

BOARD VACANCIES 

City of New Smyrna Beach 

In most cases, to be eligible for appointment to a Board, an applicant must be a registered voter and resident of the City of New 
Smyrna Beach for one year immediately prior to the appointment.  To be considered for appointment, please complete a City       
Advisory Boards and Commissions Volunteer Application  which can also be found on the Boards and Commission webpage      
and submit the completed form to: 

 

City Clerk’s Office 
New Smyrna Beach City Hall 

210 Sams Avenue 
New Smyrna Beach, FL  32168 

 
Current Vacancies: 
 

Code Enforcement Board – a vacancy exists for a regular member to fill a term expiring March 3, 2017. 

 

Personnel Board – Four vacancies exists for regular members to fill terms expiring May 1, 2018 (2) and May 1, 2019 (2). 

 

Historic Preservation Commission – a vacancy exists for a regular member to fill a term expiring May 14, 2017.  A candidate must 
be nominated by the Southeast Volusia Historic Society. 

 

Please call the City Clerk’s Office at (386) 424-2112 if you have any questions regarding Boards and Commissions or you can visit the 
webpage for additional information as well.  Boards and Commissions 

http://www.cityofnsb.com/DocumentView.aspx?DID=1019
http://www.cityofnsb.com/index.aspx?nid=149

