
Charting the course to 2039

In early 2014, the City surveyed its citizens for input on a long-range vision – 

NSB in 2039. A March public workshop also encouraged citizens to help the City 

to identify issues of broad concern. In December, the City Commission held a 

strategic planning session and reviewed the community’s priorities when setting 

its goals. In 2015, the City Commission is focusing on: 

• The Indian River Lagoon
• Parks and open spaces
• The Redevelopment of U.S. 1
• A historical preservation vision
• The development character on S.R. 44
• Economic development/job creation and retention 

  The New Smyrna Beach police and fire departments 

demonstrated their on-duty skills during a public safety open 

house September 6. The agencies conducted live demonstrations 

and explained exhibits at the Public Safety Complex on Industrial 

Park Avenue.

      The purpose of the event was to provide citizens a closer look 

at the tasks required by the City’s emergency responders. Staff 

demonstrated crime scene processing, vehicles and equipment, 

training and technology. The public was encouraged to ask 

questions about operations and the proposed FY ’15 budget.   

These community-defined issues will serve as a guide for the next 25 years. 

Babe James Community Center expansion
In July, officials broke ground on the long-anticipated 

expansion of the Babe James Community Center to add 1,646 

square feet of space to create banquet seating for 250 people 

and a more secure entry. When complete, the center will 

support the growth of additional community service programs 

for young adults and seniors and assist in the economic 

development of the area by providing more space to cater to 

larger events. 

North Causeway improvements
A gateway to the beach, the North Causeway soon will get a new, bold look. The 

improvement project is in the design phase and will include additional landscaping, 

new crosswalks, lighting and other features. A $500,000 Florida Department of 

Transportation grant and CRA funds will cover project costs. 

In December 2014, the Volusia County Council approved a new 

community redevelopment area (CRA) for New Smyrna Beach. The 

CRA is expected to renovate blighted areas of the City's Historic 

Westside Community and U.S. 1 using an estimated $15 million 

generated over 20 years. The new CRA includes most of U.S. 1 in the City 

limits, the New Smyrna Beach Municipal Airport, the Historic Westside, 

West Canal Street, the former K-Mart Plaza, a 

portion of the North Causeway, and 180 acres of 

Federal East Coast Railway Company (FECR) 

property west of U.S. 1. Beachside properties and 

Canal Street properties from U.S. 1 to Riverside 

Drive, which are in the current CRA, are not 

included in the new CRA. For more information, 

please log on to www.cityofnsb.com/US1-CRA.

Volusia County
approves new CRA

     New Smyrnians are stepping out on a new, traffic-free path.  In November, the City of New Smyrna Beach opened a multi-use trail that 

quickly became popular with bicyclers, walkers and runners. 

     The trail spans 2.2 miles from West Pine Avenue just north of S.R. 44 off Mission Road to Sugar Mill Drive. The 12-foot-wide path has 

been constructed in an existing utility corridor.  Along the way, users cross a 125-foot bridge over Turnbull Creek and pass (the future) 

Holland Park. 

     The eastern trail head is on West Pine Avenue between Jungle Road and Pioneer Trail. The western end is next to Geiger-Glencoe 

Cemetery on Sugar Mill Drive. Parking is available at both ends. Motorized vehicles are not permitted on the paved trail.

Long-range plans are to add segments to lengthen the trail from I-95 to the City’s downtown and also connect with the Cross Volusia Trail. 

     Construction on the $1.8-million project was funded jointly by the Volusia ECHO Program, the Florida Department of Transportation – 

River to Sea Transportation Planning Organization, and the City of New Smyrna Beach.
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Public Safety Day

      New Smyrna Beach citizens now may boast about its accredited 

police department. This fall, the Commission for Florida Law 

Enforcement Accreditation (CFA) spent three days vetting all aspects 

of the New Smyrna Beach Police Department. 

Attaining accredited status through CFA is a highly prized recognition that attests to an 

agency’s professional excellence.  Before an agency is considered for accreditation, it first must 

pass the rigorous on-site review process including compliance with 260 standards – many of 

which are critical to the life, health and safety of the employees and the citizens they serve.

Photo courtesy of Don Bok. 

Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) highlights 2014

Boosting business
In 2014, the CRA Opportunity 

Site Grant Program won the Florida 
Planning and Zoning Association Surfcoast 

Chapter Award.  Five grants were awarded for 
commercial building projects on Canal Street, 
Flagler Avenue and the North Causeway.  The 

program’s success is most evident on Canal Street 
where grant projects encouraged private 

investments of more than $750,000 in non-grant 
projects. Vacant commercial spaces went from 17 

in 2011 to one by the end of 2014. Since 1985, 
the expiring CRA has worked to eliminate 
blight in the City’s character districts and 

surrounding areas.  The agency will 
sunset in 2015. 
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REVENUE SUMMARY  2013-14 ESTIMATED
Tax Revenue

Licenses & Permits

Intergovernment Revenue

Charges for Services

Fines & Forfeitures

Miscellaneous Revenue

Transfers

Debt Proceeds

  Total Revenue

$ 18,638,746 

        1,696,107 

        6,581,239 

     12,689,700 

           158,804 

        2,757,838 

        1,444,300 

        7,946,779 

 $  51,913,511 nue  $  51,913,511 

Where the City’s
money comes from

FUND SUMMARY   2013-14 ESTIMATED
General Fund

Stormwater Fund

Special Law Enforcement Trust Fund 

Airport Fund

Impact Fee Funds

Building & Inspection Fund

Community Redevelopment Agency Fund

Debt Service Fund

Capital Project Fund

Golf Course Fund

Sanitation Fund

Marina Fund

Fleet Fund

  Total Estimated Actuals

$  22,271,419 

        1,998,384 

              11,732 

        4,604,449 

           365,151 

        1,654,996 

        1,731,852 

        3,674,802 

        7,878,863 

        1,215,231 

        5,128,651 

           276,307 

        1,101,674 

$ 51,913,511 

Each year the City publishes a Comprehensive Financial Report, 

which contains detailed information on the City’s revenue and 

expenditures. Reports are available online at to www.cityofnsb.com/Finance

The City of New Smyrna Beach’s revenues are derived from taxes, 

fees, charges for services, special assessments and grants.

Revenues are designated for various funds for projects as seen

below. The general fund is the City’s  general operating fund.

Where the City’s
money goes

NSB gets a new look 

We’ve come a long way in a few short years, and the City of New Smyrna Beach 
continues to plan for the future.  Our residents and business owners established 
roots here because of our quality of life. While the beach draws thousands of visitors 
to town annually, we know New Smyrna has much more to offer. We value our 
hometown’s character and sense of community. The City Commission is 
strategically looking at the next 25 years and the challenges and opportunities we may face. 

At the end of 2014, 32 projects either were planned or under construction to address infrastructure and public 
service needs.  Outdoor enthusiasts are enjoying the new multi-use trail and Swoope Boat Ramp. The Alonzo 
“Babe” James Community Center is being expanded to accommodate larger groups and conferences. Drivers 
soon will benefit from the convenience of the Colony Park Road extension as a shorter route from Otter 
Boulevard and Pioneer Trail to businesses along S.R. 44. For a look at all future projects, citizens are encouraged 
to view the five-year capital improvement plan, which is posted on the City’s website www.cityofnsb.com. 

Cutting the ceremonial ribbon on the new Fire Station 50 – the final project funded by a 2004 voter-approved 
general obligation bond – was a proud moment.  Voters agreed to tax themselves to replace aging public safety 
facilities. This year, voters passed a tax incentive initiative to help New Smyrna Beach to stay competitive in 
today’s business environment. The incentive encourages qualified businesses to expand and new businesses to 
open within our city limits. Also in 2014, our Volusia County partners approved a new 20-year community 
redevelopment area to address blighted conditions along the U.S. 1 corridor, the Historic Westside 
Community, and a few surrounding areas. 

Growth is inevitable for all cities. But in New Smyrna Beach, we are working to address future issues today to 
protect our character and quality of life.  The City Commission is setting goals based on the community’s input. 
In 2015, the focus will be on the Indian River Lagoon, parks and public property, job creation and retention, 
U.S. 1 redevelopment, S.R. 44 development and preservation of our historic and neighborhood character. 

We thank those who provided the City Commission input on issues of general concern. We also encourage all 
of our citizens to get involved. Attend a town hall meeting. Join a neighborhood advisory group. Attend a City 
Commission meeting. With your input, the city will be well-positioned for the next 25 years.  
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A busy year
for building

Capital improvement projects
On the horizon 2015-2018

Several large-scale projects are on the
drawing board for New Smyrna Beach. 
• Sports Complex home-side bleacher replacement
• Brannon Center
• City Hall expansion
• 5th Street Bridge repairs
• Holland Park
• S. Atlantic Beachfront Park

 Mayor James Hathaway

More than 20,000 users visit the City’s website each month.  When they log on to www.cityofnsb.com, the 
City only gets one chance to make a first impression.  To highlight the area’s assets for current and potential 
residents and business owners, the website recently was redesigned to make a great first impression. Today 
website visitors are greeted with a fresh look.  

In a recent survey, respondents described New Smyrna Beach as a ‘beachy,’ friendly and laid back 
hometown. Those adjectives were the basis for  the updated color scheme and homepage layout. The clean 

design helps users to navigate the website more easily. 

To provide citizens an opportunity to engage with 
their local government, the homepage offers 
up-to-date information on news, events and public 
meetings. Citizens also may initiate online service 
requests.  Information on neighborhood initiatives, 
capital projects and budgets also are available at the 
click of a mouse from a 
desktop computer or 
mobile device. 

www.cityofnsb.com www.cityofnsb.com

Anglers now may launch their boats 

closer to the inlet. The new Swoope boat 

ramps opened in March 2014.

Drivers soon will be able to use Colony Park 

Road to connect with Pioneer Trail to gain 

direct access to S.R. 44. The extension project is 

expected to be completed in April 2015. 

City firefighters have moved into a more centrally 

located main station on S.R. 44. The new Fire 

Station 50 is the final public safety project to be 

built using an $18.3-million general obligation 

bond (GOB) approved by voters in 2004.
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     New Smyrnians are stepping out on a new, traffic-free path.  In November, the City of New Smyrna Beach opened a multi-use trail that 

quickly became popular with bicyclers, walkers and runners. 
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Charting the course to 2039

In early 2014, the City surveyed its citizens for input on a long-range vision – 

NSB in 2039. A March public workshop also encouraged citizens to help the City 

to identify issues of broad concern. In December, the City Commission held a 

strategic planning session and reviewed the community’s priorities when setting 

its goals. In 2015, the City Commission is focusing on: 

• The Indian River Lagoon
• Parks and open spaces
• The Redevelopment of U.S. 1
• A historical preservation vision
• The development character on S.R. 44
• Economic development/job creation and retention 

  The New Smyrna Beach police and fire departments 

demonstrated their on-duty skills during a public safety open 

house September 6. The agencies conducted live demonstrations 

and explained exhibits at the Public Safety Complex on Industrial 

Park Avenue.

      The purpose of the event was to provide citizens a closer look 

at the tasks required by the City’s emergency responders. Staff 

demonstrated crime scene processing, vehicles and equipment, 

training and technology. The public was encouraged to ask 

questions about operations and the proposed FY ’15 budget.   

These community-defined issues will serve as a guide for the next 25 years. 

Babe James Community Center expansion
In July, officials broke ground on the long-anticipated 

expansion of the Babe James Community Center to add 1,646 

square feet of space to create banquet seating for 250 people 

and a more secure entry. When complete, the center will 

support the growth of additional community service programs 

for young adults and seniors and assist in the economic 

development of the area by providing more space to cater to 

larger events. 

North Causeway improvements
A gateway to the beach, the North Causeway soon will get a new, bold look. The 

improvement project is in the design phase and will include additional landscaping, 

new crosswalks, lighting and other features. A $500,000 Florida Department of 

Transportation grant and CRA funds will cover project costs. 

In December 2014, the Volusia County Council approved a new 

community redevelopment area (CRA) for New Smyrna Beach. The 

CRA is expected to renovate blighted areas of the City's Historic 

Westside Community and U.S. 1 using an estimated $15 million 

generated over 20 years. The new CRA includes most of U.S. 1 in the City 

limits, the New Smyrna Beach Municipal Airport, the Historic Westside, 

West Canal Street, the former K-Mart Plaza, a 

portion of the North Causeway, and 180 acres of 

Florida East Coast Railway Company (FECR) 

property west of U.S. 1. Beachside properties and 

Canal Street properties from U.S. 1 to Riverside 

Drive, which are in the current CRA, are not 

included in the new CRA. For more information, 

please log on to www.cityofnsb.com/US1-CRA.

Volusia County
approves new CRA

     New Smyrnians are stepping out on a new, traffic-free path.  In November, the City of New Smyrna Beach opened a multi-use trail that 

quickly became popular with bicyclers, walkers and runners. 

     The trail spans 2.2 miles from West Pine Avenue just north of S.R. 44 off Mission Road to Sugar Mill Drive. The 12-foot-wide path has 

been constructed in an existing utility corridor.  Along the way, users cross a 125-foot bridge over Turnbull Creek and pass (the future) 

Holland Park. 

     The eastern trail head is on West Pine Avenue between Jungle Road and Pioneer Trail. The western end is next to Geiger-Glencoe 

Cemetery on Sugar Mill Drive. Parking is available at both ends. Motorized vehicles are not permitted on the paved trail.

Long-range plans are to add segments to lengthen the trail from I-95 to the City’s downtown and also connect with the Cross Volusia Trail. 

     Construction on the $1.8-million project was funded jointly by the Volusia ECHO Program, the Florida Department of Transportation – 

River to Sea Transportation Planning Organization, and the City of New Smyrna Beach.
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New Smyrna Beach
Multi-use Trail

. 

useway improvements

Proposed landscaping.

Public Safety Day

      New Smyrna Beach citizens now may boast about its accredited 

police department. This fall, the Commission for Florida Law 

Enforcement Accreditation (CFA) spent three days vetting all aspects 

of the New Smyrna Beach Police Department. 

Attaining accredited status through CFA is a highly prized recognition that attests to an 

agency’s professional excellence.  Before an agency is considered for accreditation, it first must 

pass the rigorous on-site review process including compliance with 260 standards – many of 

which are critical to the life, health and safety of the employees and the citizens they serve.
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