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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 1 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 2 

MINUTES 3 

JANUARY 13, 2010 4 

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS  5 

210 SAMS AVENUE, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 6 

 7 
Chair Ronald Sayyah called the meeting of January 13, 2010 to order at 5:30 p.m. 8 

 9 

Answering to roll call: 10 

Ronald Sayyah - Chair  11 

Nancy Ryan - Vice Chair 12 

Lillian Wilson 13 

Milford Dinker 14 

Jean Mayo 15 

Greg Mercurio 16 

 17 

Also present were staff member Jake Baker, Planner and Dorlisa Pogany, HPC Secretary.  18 

Commission member Allene Teague was absent. 19 

  20 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 21 
 22 

Regular Meeting October 14, 2009. 23 
 24 

Mr. Dinker made the motion to approve the meeting minutes, seconded by Ms. Wilson. 25 

The motion carried on roll call vote 6-0. 26 

 27 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 28 
 29 
In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in effect unless 30 
otherwise granted by the HPC. 31 
 32 

With no one present for public participation, Chairperson Sayyah closed the Public 33 

Participation portion of the meeting. 34 

 35 

Historic Preservation Award 36 

 37 
 Mr. Baker stated that the Historic Preservation Award applications would be considered at 38 

the next HPC meeting in February.  He stated that he will provide a PowerPoint® 39 

presentation of the applications and the applicants will be present to discuss their buildings. 40 

Discussion followed.   41 

 42 

Mr. Mercurio stated that because 508 North Riverside Drive won the Historic Preservation 43 

Award in 2002, he questioned whether it could win the award again.  Mr. Baker explained 44 

that the new owners submitted an application because they felt that because they changed the 45 

exterior of the house, it should be considered again. Discussion followed. The HPC decided 46 

that the Historic Preservation Award should be only awarded once per building and they 47 

would not consider 508 North Riverside Drive again.   48 

 49 
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Mr. Baker reviewed the Work Program Schedule. One of the items on the Work Program 50 

related to demolishing historic buildings.  Mr. Baker said there were several instances in 51 

which people expressed interest to City staff about razing a particular house, but after 52 

speaking to the owners, they have, to date, decided not to tear down their building.   53 

 54 

Mr. Mercurio questioned the results of the work the HPC did for Code Enforcement when 55 

they drove through the neighborhoods.  Mr. Baker stated that he would look into the matter 56 

prior to the next meeting. 57 

 58 

There was a brief discussion about Local Landmarks. Mr. Baker stated that establishing a 59 

Local Landmark was voluntary, and resulted in a slight overall reduction in the property tax 60 

bill.  The problem most people found who were interested in establishing their property as a 61 

Local Landmark was that it was restrictive. Landmark status meant that they would have to 62 

go before the HPC anytime they wanted to make an alteration to the exterior of the building, 63 

and this might make the property difficult to potentially sell at a later date. 64 

 65 

Mr. Mercurio stated that there must be a way that City’s can preserve the City’s character. 66 

Discussion followed about his perceived weaknesses of the HPC and the general direction of 67 

the City.   68 

 69 

Mr. Dinker suggested holding a special meeting with the City Commission and the HPC.  70 

This way they can inform the City Commission how they feel about the historic character of 71 

the City. Mr. Baker stated he would check with the City Clerk to see if he could arrange a 72 

special meeting with the City Commission. 73 

 74 

Mr. Baker gave a brief description of form based zoning. 75 

 76 

Mr. Baker discussed the historic district survey being worked on by consultants hired by the 77 

City. He stated that the City is still waiting on information from the consultants who were 78 

hired to perform the study of structures in the City’s Historic District.   79 

 80 

Mr. Baker distributed a series of possible Goals for the HPC to consider for the next meeting, 81 

and asked the Board to try to come up with additional goals for the next meeting.   82 

 83 

Comments from Commission Members and City Staff 84 

 85 
Mr. Baker informed the HPC that future meetings would be held at City Hall.   86 

 87 

Adjournment 88 
 89 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:04 P.M. 90 

 91 


