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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 1 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 2 

MINUTES 3 

OCOTBER 14, 2009 4 

 DEBERRY ROOM 5 

200 CANAL STREET, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 6 

 7 
Chair Ronald Sayyah called the meeting of October 14, 2009 to order at 5:30 p.m. 8 

 9 

Answering to roll call: 10 

Ronald Sayyah - Chair  11 

Nancy Ryan - Vice Chair 12 

Lillian Wilson 13 

Allene Teague 14 

Milford Dinker 15 

Jean Mayo 16 

 17 

Also present were staff member Jake Baker, Planner and Claudia Soulie, HPC Secretary.  18 

Commission member Greg Mercurio arrived at 5:35 pm. 19 

  20 
  21 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 22 
 23 

Regular Meeting September 9, 2009. 24 
 25 

Ms. Mayo asked for a typographical error to be corrected. Ms. Soulie noted the request.  26 

 27 

Ms. Mayo made the motion to approve the meeting minutes with the changes, seconded 28 

by Ms. Wilson. The motion carried on roll call vote 6-0. 29 
 30 

 31 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 32 
 33 
In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in effect unless 34 
otherwise granted by the HPC. 35 
 36 

Mr. Steve Provost, 1805 Beacon Street addressed the HPC and stated he supported the idea 37 

of a hotel, however he felt that the proposed hotel was too large for the site and out of scale 38 

with the other historic buildings in the district. 39 

 40 

Ms. Dot Moore, 4725 Lingo Grove Rd, Edgewater, urged the developer to contract with a 41 

professional archaeologist to determine if any artifacts from the Turnbull era were on the 42 

proposed site for the hotel.   43 

 44 

Hearing no further requests, Mr. Sayyah closed the Public Participation portion of the 45 

meeting. 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 
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Proposed Hotel on Flagler Avenue 50 

 51 
Mr. David Swentor, with Premier Development Group of Charleston, South Carolina thanked 52 

the HPC for their time and gave a presentation on the proposed development of a 112-room 53 

hotel.  Mr. Swentor discussed the market requirements for hotel construction, particularly in 54 

New Smyrna Beach. Mr. Swentor stated that one of benefits of the hotel project would be 55 

that it would maintain the character of Flagler Avenue, while increasing commerce to the rest 56 

of Flagler Avenue. 57 

 58 

Mr. Swentor elaborated on the benefits of tourism to the community, including greater 59 

revenues for neighboring businesses, more jobs, and meeting spaces which will benefit 60 

various organizations in the New Smyrna Beach area.  Another key point was that the hotel 61 

would be built close to the front property line so it would tie in with the surrounding 62 

streetscape, and would retain as much of the existing flora as possible. 63 

 64 
A brief discussion ensued with members of the HPC asking questions of Mr. Swentor and 65 

voicing their opinion for or against the proposed hotel.  66 

 67 

Ms. Ryan made the motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 68 

proposed hotel on Flagler Avenue., seconded by Mr. Mercurio. The motion carried on 69 

roll-call vote 5 – 2, with Mr. Sayyah and Ms. Wilson casting the dissenting votes. 70 
 71 

Comments from Commission Members and City Staff 72 

 73 
Mr. Baker informed the HPC that he will be sending out the Historic Preservation Award 74 

applications shortly and he will attempt to reach a larger area to ensure a good turn-out.   75 

 76 

Adjournment 77 
 78 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 79 


