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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 

MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2009 
 DEBERRY ROOM 

200 CANAL STREET, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 
 
Chair Ronald Sayyah called the meeting of September 9, 2009 to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Answering to roll call: 10 
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Ronald Sayyah - Chair  
Lillian Wilson 
Allene Teague 
Greg Mercurio  
Milford Dinker 

Jean Mayo 
 
Also present was staff member Jake Baker, Planner, and Claudia Soulie, HPC Secretary.  
Vice Chair Nancy Ryan arrived at 5:31 pm. 
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Regular Meeting May 13, 2009. 
 
Mr. Mercurio asked for a typographical error on page M-3, line 123 to be corrected. Ms. 
Soulie noted the request.  
 
Mr. Mercurio made the motion to approve the meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. 
Dinker. The motion carried on roll call vote 7-0. 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 32 
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In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in 
effect unless otherwise granted by the HPC. 
 
Ms. Dot Moore, 4725 Lingo Grove Rd, Edgewater, listed current construction projects within 
the City of New Smyrna Beach where ground disturbance was going to take place and stated 
that an archaeologist would be monitoring these areas for artifacts.  
 
Ms. Moore inquired about a crew taking down a large Live Oak tree in the area of Old 
Mission Rd. Mr. Baker will check into that. 
 
Ms. Moore commented on a photo displayed in a local newspaper about two children riding 
their bicycles on the ruins of Old Fort Park and she felt that this was not a good idea for the 
safety of the children as well as the condition of the stones. 
 
Hearing no further requests, Mr. Sayyah closed Public Participation. 
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New Smyrna Hotel Historical Marker – Request from the Historical Preservation 49 
Committee of the Jane Sheldon Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), 50 
for approval to replace a historical marker in Old Fort Park 51 
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Ms. Anne Langs, with the DAR stated that her organization wanted to replace the existing 
plaque on the east side of Old Fort Park, which contained some factual errors. Also the DAR 
would like to pay tribute to their DAR Chapter namesake, Jane Sheldon. 
 
Ms. Langs gave a brief history on the life Jane Sheldon and elaborated on the approval 
process for plaques.  Mr. Langs continued that the New Smyrna Museum had asked to 
receive the old plaque to put on display.  
 
Mr. Baker added that the City Commission had already given their approval contingent upon 
the HPC approving the new wording. 
 
Mr. Dinker made the motion to approve the wording on the plaque, seconded by Ms. 
Wilson. The motion carried on roll call vote 7-0. 
 
Ms. Langs thanked the HPC for their time and stated that she had volunteered to maintain the 
plaque. Ms. Langs also offered to refurbish the City’s plaque at no costs, as she was a bronze 
sculptor. 
 
Mr. Baker informed Ms. Langs that he would send her a letter stating the HPC’s approval. 
 
Discussion about Monument at Fire Station on Columbus Avenue  73 
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Mr. Baker stated that the decision to move the monument to Riverside Park had been 
rescinded and it would remain at its current location. 
 
A brief discussion ensued about the legitimacy of the monument and what could be done to 
make it stand out more. 
 
Ms. Wilson made the motion to leave the monument at its current location and the 
wording as-is, but reserve a portion of land around it to preserve the monument. 
Motion carried on roll-call vote 7-0. 
 
Commissioner Reports and Comments: 85 
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Ms. Ryan inquired about the stones with the footprints. Mr. Baker stated that the most 
prominent ones were being stored at the Museum and research was still being performed. 
 
Mr. Sayyah asked about the proposed hotel on Flagler Avenue and felt that the ramification 
to the historic corridor should be discussed by the HPC. Mr. Sayyah suggested inviting the 
developer to a HPC meeting. 
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Mr. Baker stated that he had approached the developer previously but will check into inviting 
him again. 
 
Adjournment 97 
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Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
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