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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 1 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 2 

MINUTES 3 

MARCH 11, 2009 4 

 DEBERRY ROOM 5 

200 CANAL STREET, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 6 

 7 
Chair Ronald Sayyah called the March 11, 2009 meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 8 

 9 

Answering to roll call: 10 

Ronald Sayyah - Chair 11 

Nancy Ryan -Vice Chair 12 

Lillian Wilson  13 

Greg Mercurio  14 

Milford Dinker 15 

 16 

 17 

Also present were staff members Chad Lingenfelter, Chief Planner; Jake Baker, Planner, and 18 

Claudia Soulie, HPC Secretary. Board members Nancy Maddox and Allene Teague were 19 

absent.  20 
  21 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 22 
 23 

Regular Meeting February 11, 2009. 24 
 25 

Mr. Mercurio made a motion to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. 26 

Wilson.  Motion passed unanimously on roll call vote 5-0.   27 

 28 

 29 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 30 
 31 
In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in effect unless 32 
otherwise granted by the HPC. 33 
 34 

Ms. Dot Moore, 4725 Lingo Grove Rd, Edgewater reminded the HPC that March was 35 

Florida Archeology month and stated that free posters were available at the New Smyrna 36 

Beach Museum. 37 

 38 

Ms. Moore updated the HPC about the Blanchette site and stated that findings of artifacts 39 

helped establish that the site used to be an Indigo processing facility. Ms. Moore continued 40 

that another Turnbull structure was discovered as well on the east side of US 1. 41 
 42 
Hearing no further requests, Mr. Sayyah closed Public Participation. 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 
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PREVIEW OF THE CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH HISTORIC 51 

PRESERVATION DIVISION WEBSITE 52 
 53 

Mr. Lingenfelter stated that the City was in the process of creating a new and improved 54 

website with an estimated “go-live” date of March 12, 2009.  Mr. Lingenfelter gave the HPC 55 

a “tour” of the Historic Preservation portion of the website and welcomed comments and 56 

suggestions from the HPC. Mr. Lingenfelter stated that the website would be an excellent 57 

tool for residents to find answers to most of their questions, but staff will always be on hand 58 

to assist. Mr. Lingenfelter encouraged the HPC to browse through the website. 59 

 60 

A brief discussion ensued between the HPC and staff about the content of the HPC website. 61 

 62 

Mr. Mercurio suggested including a link to the Sanborn maps on the website. Mr. Mercurio 63 

continued that Ms. Moore’s presentations were very interesting and suggested publishing 64 

them on the website. He also felt that the new website should be advertised. Mr. Lingenfelter 65 

duly noted the suggestions and informed the HPC that certain City vehicles already 66 

advertised the City’s website. 67 

 68 

Ms. Wilson suggested linking to the Historical Society as a source of information. 69 

 70 

Mr. Lingenfelter cautioned that putting too much detailed information on the website may 71 

encourage treasure hunters to seek out those sites for possible artifacts. Ms. Moore confirmed 72 

that theft on archeological sites was a serious issue. 73 

 74 

Mr. Lingenfelter informed the HPC that staff was in the process of cataloging various 75 

historic plagues plaques throughout the City on the website as a means of information and 76 

preservation, as these markers were slowly starting to deteriorate. 77 

 78 

Ms. Soulie excused herself at 6:30 pm. 79 

 80 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS AND CITY STAFF 81 
 82 

Ms. Moore stated that the Florida Historical Society in Cocoa had a radio program and that 83 

they recently started visiting various historical sites to do interviews with people 84 

knowledgeable of each site. They will be at the ruins at Old Ford Park on March 15, 2009 at 85 

10:30 am to do a video interview.  86 

 87 

Mr. Lingenfelter informed the HPC that the City Commission meeting date changed from 88 

March 24 to March 23, 2009. The Historic Preservation Awards will be handed out at the 89 

Commission Meeting. Mr. Lingenfelter encouraged the HPC members to attend. 90 

 91 

Mr. Baker inquired if the HPC would like to make changes to the rating system of the grant 92 

application (e.g. some properties may not have a lot of landscaping, hence not qualifying for 93 

necessary points).  94 

 95 
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A brief discussion ensued between the HPC and staff and the decision was made to not make 96 

any changes. 97 

 98 

Mr. Lingenfelter stated that a coquina arch was proposed as an entry feature on SR 44 to 99 

match the arches to be constructed as part of the West Canal Streetscape project.  This arch 100 

would house a variable message board to replace the one that was currently being used. Mr. 101 

Lingenfelter asked the HPC if they would like to see the same entry feature on either end of 102 

US 1.  The HPC agreed and Mr. Mercurio suggested making a permanent section on the 103 

board that contains some history about New Smyrna Beach. 104 

 105 

There was a brief discussion about putting up signage indicating where the historic district 106 

begins and ends. 107 

 108 

Mr. Lingenfelter handed out a program for the Historic Preservation Meeting to be held in 109 

May in Palm Beach, FL. 110 

 111 

 112 

ADJOURNMENT 113 
 114 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 115 


