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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 1 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 2 

MINUTES 3 

NOVEMBER 12, 2008 4 

UTILITIES COMMISSION – DE BERRY ROOM 5 

200 CANAL STREET, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 6 

 7 
Chair Greg Mercurio called the November 12

th
, 2008 meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 8 

 9 

Answering to roll call: 10 

 Greg Mercurio - Chair 11 

Lillian Wilson – Vice Chair 12 

Nancy Ryan 13 

Milford Dinker 14 

 15 

 16 

Also present were staff members Chad Lingenfelter, Chief Planner; Jake Baker, Planner; and 17 

Claudia Soulie, HPC Secretary. Board members Allene Teague, Nancy Maddox and Ronald 18 

Sayyah were absent.   19 
  20 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 21 
 22 

Regular Meeting August 13, 2008. 23 
 24 

Ms. Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Ryan.  25 

Motion passed unanimously on roll call vote 4-0.   26 

 27 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 28 
 29 

Mr. Baker stated that Mr. Harris Samuels, a local amateur historian, was interested in giving 30 

a presentation pertaining to research he had performed and asked the HPC for permission. 31 

All agreed. 32 

 33 

Mr. Samuels stated that when he and his wife moved to Florida they visited St. Augustine 34 

and he saw an old map on display that sparked his interest in doing research about Drake’s 35 

raid on St. Augustine. Mr. Samuels elaborated on the history of this raid and that his research 36 

also led him to become interested in old maps and to compare coastline changes of St. 37 

Augustine and New Smyrna Beach.  Mr. Samuels felt that the map believed to be of St. 38 

Augustine could possibly depict New Smyrna Beach. Mr. Samuels informed the HPC that 39 

there was reason to believe that the ruins in Old Fort Park in New Smyrna Beach could be a 40 

Spanish ruin and that he would like to get them scientifically dated and identified. Mr. 41 

Samuels asked the HPC for a recommendation to present to the City Commission to get a 42 

Request for Proposal, subject to funding, to date the ruins at Old Fort Park. Mr. Samuels 43 

pointed out that he was not asking the HPC for any funds. 44 

 45 

Ms. Wilson stated that she was in favor of obtaining the age of the ruin and the mill. Mr. 46 

Mercurio agreed that this was of significant historical importance.  47 

 48 

Mr. Dinker made a motion to have the HPC make a recommendation to the City 49 

Commission, to authorize a Request for Proposal, subject to funding, to date and 50 
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identify Old Fort Park; seconded by Ms. Wilson.  Motion passed unanimously on roll 51 

call vote 4-0.   52 
 53 

 54 

 55 

DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT OF CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES- STATUS OF 56 

FIELD WORK BY THE HPC 57 
 58 

 59 

The HPC turned in the fieldwork that was assigned to them by Mr. Lingenfelter at the August 60 

13, 2008 HPC meeting. Staff will analyze the results. 61 

 62 

 63 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 64 

 65 
Mr. Lingenfelter stated that the Mayor and City Commission, in conjunction with Mrs. 66 

Donnadine Miller’s family, had decided to change the Historic Preservation Awards to The 67 

Donnadine Miller Memorial Historic Preservation Awards. This was done to honor the work 68 

and efforts of Donnadine Miller as former Chair of the HPC and within the community. 69 

 70 

Mr. Baker informed the HPC that staff would be advertising in local papers and expected to 71 

have the nomination applications out by mid December.  Staff would review any applications 72 

received for presentation to the HPC by the January meeting and anticipated to make 73 

recommendations to the City Commission of who the winners would be.  Mr. Baker 74 

continued that March 23 –26, 2009 will be Heritage Week and he would like to have the 75 

Preservation Awards handed out to the deserving recipients at the City Commission meeting 76 

during that time period. 77 

 78 

Mr. Lingenfelter asked the HPC for an award application deadline.  A brief discussion 79 

ensued and the following timeline was established: 80 

 81 

• January 2
nd

, 2009 - deadline to submit applications  82 

• February 11
th, 

2009 - Presentation by the Nominator to the HPC 83 

 84 

Mr. Dinker made a motion to approve the timeline; seconded by Ms. Wilson.  Motion 85 

passed unanimously on roll call vote 4-0.   86 

 87 
Ms. Wilson asked staff for the names of previous applicants and Mr. Lingenfelter stated staff 88 

would notify previous applicants of this year’s Preservation Awards. 89 

 90 

 91 

 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 
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 96 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS AND CITY STAFF 97 

 98 
Mr. Lingenfelter informed the HPC that staff had received notice from the Florida Trust for 99 

Historic Preservation about a seminar in DeBary on January 9, 2009 and offered car-pooling 100 

options. 101 

 102 

Mr. Baker stated that:  103 

 104 

• The archaeological study done during the demolition of a building at 305 Lytle 105 

Avenue yielded a lot of ceramics for the mid 20
th

 century and a few nails from the 106 

18
th 

century. 107 

 108 

• The Museum will be taking part in the Parade of Homes on December 6, 2008. 109 

 110 

• A tree was planted at Riverside Park in honor of Donnadine Miller. 111 

 112 

• Dr. Stemper, a historian, passed away November 2, 2008. 113 

 114 

• BBC aired a four-minute segment of the Founder’s Day Festival held in Old Fort Park 115 

in September 2008 on their BBC Breakfast Show in England.  CD’s of this segment 116 

will be available for purchase at the Museum. 117 

 118 

 119 

  120 

ADJOURNMENT 121 
 122 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m. 123 


