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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH
PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)
MINUTES
JULY 13, 2011
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
210 SAMS AVENUE, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA

Chair Ronald Sayyah called the July 13, 2011 meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Answering to roll call:
Ronald Sayyah - Chair
Nancy Ryan
Jean Mayo
Virginia Schow
Carol Edelberg

Allene Teague was absent.

Also present were staff members Gail Henrikson, Planning Manager and Kevin Jameson,
Planner.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting May 11, 2011.

Ms. Mayo made a motion to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Schow.
Motion passed unanimously on roll call vote 5-0.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in
effect unless otherwise granted by the HPC.

Dot Moore, 4725 Lingo Grove Road, Edgewater, addressed the Board. She provided
historical information on the previous owners of the property at 309 Flagler Avenue.

Ms. Moore provided the Board with an update on the Julia Street stormwater project. She
stated that the project had been completed and there were no signs of the Turnbull Colony
found during the archaeological monitoring.

Ms. Moore stated that archaeological monitoring has been completed on the Mary Avenue
Streetscape project. She stated that a Turnbull era canal was piped as part of this project.
She added that many artifacts were found in this area. Those artifacts will be on display in
the lab at the museum.

Ms. Moore discussed the upcoming South Orange Street Streetscape. She stated that she did
not expect to find many artifacts in this area, as it was already disturbed.
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Ms. Moore also discussed the upcoming projects on North Myrtle Avenue and at the old
Police Station building, which is going to be demolished. She stated that an archaeologist
would be conducting tests at the old police station site over the upcoming weekend.

Ms. Moore stated that the Karrer Apartments on South Riverside Drive have recently been
sold. She stated that she had been contacted by the new property owner about conducting
archaeological testing on the site. Ms. Moore provided the Board with some basic historical
information about this site.

DEMOLITION - 309 FLAGLER AVENUE

Kevin Jameson, Planner, addressed the Board, presented staff’s findings, and stated that staff
recommended approval of the demolition request.

Ms. Ryan asked whether anyone present knew any additional history about the structure
other than what Dot Moore had presented to the Board.

Michael Knotek, Chief Building Official, addressed the Board. Mr. Knotek stated that the
property owner was deceased and the house is now in an estate. Mr. Knotek detailed the
efforts made by the estate to secure the house from vagrants. He stated that because of
economic reasons, the family is no longer able to maintain the building.

Mr. Knotek discussed the provisions in the City’s Code of Ordinances regarding demolition
by neglect. He stated that the Building Department does not usually get involved in those
situations until the building has been neglected beyond the point of repair. He stated that a
funding mechanism was needed to assist property owners with maintaining these historic
structures.

Ms. Mayo asked about the various evaluations that occurred for the property in the past.

Mr. Jameson stated that those evaluations were conducted to determine whether the building
was architecturally significant and whether it would be considered as a contributing structure
to a historic district.

Ms. Mayo discussed her concerns about allowing structures to be neglected to the point
where they can no longer be repaired.

There was further discussion regarding this issue and possible funding sources for
maintenance of historic structures.

There was discussion about whether the property would be large enough to be considered a
buildable lot. The Board also discussed the benefits of creating a local historic district and
whether creating a local district would provide additional protections to these historic
structures.
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The Board discussed the various types of conditions that could be placed on approval of the
demolition.

Motion by Nancy Ryan, seconded by Carol Edelberg, to approve the request to
demolish the historic structure located at 309 Flagler Avenue, with the following
conditions:

1. Any new replacement structure must be designed according to the Historic New
Smyrna Beach Design Guidelines;

2. The building is treated for rodents, termites and other pests prior to demolition;

3. Archaeological monitoring shall be conducted.

Motion passed 4-1, with Jean Mayo dissenting.

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS AND CITY STAFFE

Ms. Schow asked about the property east of Cooper Street on Flagler Avenue.

Ms. Henrikson stated that this was the former water pump house for Coronado Beach. She
stated that Pat Collado had applied for site plan approval to convert the structure into a new
office.

Mr. Sayyah asked whether Ms. Collado had been awarded CRA grant funding for that
project.

Ms. Henrikson stated that she had been awarded grant funding by the CRA. Ms. Henrikson
also stated that the owner of 309 Flagler Avenue could also have applied for a property
improvement grant to repair the structure.

Ms. Henrikson provided the Board with an update on the Hampton Inn project on Flagler
Avenue.

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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