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HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH 1 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 2 

MINUTES 3 

APRIL 14, 2010 4 

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS  5 

210 SAMS AVENUE, NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA 6 

 7 
Chairperson Ron Sayyah called the meeting of April 14, 2010 to order at 5:30 p.m. 8 

 9 

Answering to roll call: 10 

Ron Sayyah - Chair 11 

Nancy Ryan-Vice Chair 12 

Jean Mayo 13 

Allene Teague 14 

Milford Dinker 15 

 16 

Also present were staff members Jake Baker, Planner, Gail Henrikson, Chief Planner, and 17 

Dorlisa Pogany, Permit & License Technician.  Commission member Greg Mecurio and 18 

Commission member Lillian Wilson were absent. 19 

  20 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 21 
 22 

Regular Meeting March 10, 2010. 23 
 24 

Mr. Dinker stated his name did not appear in the roll call or “absent” section of the minutes 25 

from the previous meeting.  He asked to be included under the absent section since he did not 26 

attend the March meeting. 27 

 28 
Mr. Baker stated the comment by Dot Moore regarding the Proclamation presented to her at 29 

the February 23 2010  City Commission meeting declaring March as the Florida 30 

Archaeology Month 2010 need to be included in the minutes.   31 

 32 

Ms. Ryan made the motion to approve the meeting minutes with the corrections 33 

stipulated, seconded by Mr. Dinker. The motion carried on roll call vote 5-0. 34 

 35 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 36 
 37 
In accordance with the City Commission Resolution #11-89, a three-minute limitation is in effect unless 38 
otherwise granted by the HPC. 39 
 40 

Ms. Dot Moore, 4725 Lingo Grove Rd, Edgewater, introduced Ms. Kathy Ruding as the new 41 

Executive Director of the New Smyrna Museum of History. Ms. Moore stated that Ms. 42 

Ruding plans to attend future HPC meetings, and will keep the Historical Society advised as 43 

to what is going on with the HPC. 44 

 45 

Ms. Ruding, 1847 Turnbull Lakes Drive, New Smyrna Beach, introduced herself and stated 46 

that on the third Thursday of every month, at 7:30 p.m. the Historical Society has a guest 47 

speaker, and the event is open to the public and meets at the New Smyrna Museum of 48 

History. 49 
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 50 

Hearing no further requests, Mr. Sayyah closed the Public Participation portion of the 51 

meeting. 52 

 53 

HISTORIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVATION ELEMENT REVIEW 54 
 55 

Mr. Baker stated every seven (7) years the City has to complete a state-required Evaluation 56 

and Appraisal Report in which Planning staff must review and revise all of the Elements 57 

within the City’s Comprehensive Plan, including Historical and Archaeological Preservation 58 

Element. He stated that some of the information in the Element has to be updated as a result 59 

of research conducted by the Historical Museum.  Mr. Baker asked the Board for their 60 

assistance in reviewing the Goals, Objectives and Policies Section of the Element. He stated 61 

that most of the goals have been accomplished, may need to be updated, or can be added to 62 

this list to help us in the future. 63 

  64 

Ms. Moore stated the “Historical Development” Section of the Element needs the most 65 

revision since new information has been uncovered through research of the Sir William 66 

Duncan archives in Dundee, Scotland.  Ms. Moore stated she will work with Mr. Baker to 67 

provide more accurate information about the Turnbull Period of New Smyrna Beach’s 68 

history.  There are areas in the Element she questions as to whether the City is fulfilling all 69 

the policies as listed, such as Objective 4, Policy 4.2: Encourage the acquisition of additional 70 

historic buildings and archaeological sites for City purposes such as open space, recreation, 71 

preservation and conservation.  Ms. Moore states the Tucholski Property, located at 3054 72 

North Dixie Freeway, fits that policy 73 

 74 

Ms. Moore also stated that under Objective 4, Policy 4.6, the City should safeguard historical 75 

and archaeological resources from vandalism and theft. She stated that the Florida Public 76 

Archaeology Network is trying to organize a training program for law enforcement officers 77 

that would teach police officers, sheriff deputies, and wildlife officers about protecting  the 78 

State’s historic resources.  Ms. Moore also stated that Volusia ECHO Program was 79 

nominated for an award at the Florida Historic Trust Preservation. The award will be 80 

presented to Volusia County in May 2010.  The Volusia ECHO presented the Blanchette Site 81 

for more funding through ECHO to turn the farmhouse into a Visitor Center for Spruce 82 

Creek Preserve and provide possibly a joint county/city archaeologist at the site for ongoing 83 

field work for people as a fundraiser. 84 

 85 

Discussion ensued and the possibility of using the Goals, Objectives and Policies from the 86 

Element for the HPC Board’s next review of their Goals & Objectives, adding new policies  87 

to the Element and/or deleting current policies. 88 

 89 

WALKING TOUR BROCHURES 90 
 91 

Mr. Baker discussed the Flagler Avenue and Downtown New Smyrna Beach Historic 92 

Walking Tours brochures. He stated that both brochures need to be updated, as some of the 93 
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structures listed have burnt down and some structures state they are newly renovated, which 94 

is no longer accurate information.   95 

 96 

Discussion ensued such as making a booklet to include both brochures in lieu of two separate 97 

brochures, the type of paper, print size and ink color, expand beyond the districts to include 98 

the overall history New Smyrna Beach, type of information to include, then and now 99 

pictures, plaques on buildings with numbers that coordinate with brochure, charge a small fee 100 

and to distribute around town at the different shops including the Visitor’s Center.   101 

 102 

Tucholski Property – 3054 N. Dixie Freeway 103 

 104 
Ms. Moore informed the HPC that the property was previously owned by one of the members 105 

of the Nordman family, who in 1897 were original homesteaders of the Blanchette site.  The 106 

current owners, the Tucholski’s are interested in the property being purchased for 107 

preservation purposes.  The site has never been tested for archaeological resources, but is in 108 

the area known to include Turnbull era resources, as well as pre-historic resources more 109 

recent resources.  The Nordman Family sold it the property in 2007 to the Tucholski family. 110 

 111 

Mr. Baker stated the City was asked to review a possible rezoning and comprehensive plan 112 

amemdment for the property. Mr. Baker stated that he included a copy of City Planner Chad 113 

Lingenfelter’s comments to the County for informational purposes, and noted that the 114 

comments stated that the property has a high probability of containing significant 115 

archaeological resources.  116 

 117 

Discussion ensued as to when the meeting was held.  118 

 119 

Ms. Gail Henrikson stated the County held the meeting and comments were forward to the 120 

applicant.  When the City receives a copy of the comments, they will be forward to the HPC 121 

Board. The Development Proposal is vague with the possibility of boat/trailer storage and 122 

“mixed-use” zoning and not doing a lot of ground disturbances.   123 

 124 

Discussion followed about what can be done to preserve the Tucholski property. 125 

 126 

Comments from Commission Members and City Staff 127 

 128 
Mr. Baker stated he reviewed the list of all the buildings going to City Commission for 129 

demolition and they are non-contributing buildings.  Therefore, they would not come before 130 

the HPC Board. 131 

 132 

Adjournment 133 
 134 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:08 P.M. 135 


